WORKING ACTORS

Lack Sleep, personal time juggling careers and dramatic ambitions
By Tommy Fernandez (Crain’s New York)

By day, Oliver Mbamara is a man in strict control of his emotions. An administrative law judge for the State of New York, he listens quietly with complete equanimity, as hot-shot lawyers navigate arcane legal protocol and fire heated rhetoric at each other.

But at night, on weekends, and during his vacations, it’s the Nigerian born jurist’s time to emote. Standing before an audience or a camera, he can assume the frustrated mannerisms of an unemployed immigrant harassed by drug dealers or conjure up the desperate bellow of an African warrior fighting off European slave traders.

“I love entertaining people with portrayals of my native culture,” says Mr. Mbamara who has starred in the Independent films This America and Slave Warrior as well as the play Wedlock of The Gods. “There is so much passion in this.”
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